
 

 

 

 

HOMEOWNER STORY: 

LANETT 

Family First for Lanett Homeowner 
 

Lanett, Ala.-- Five years ago, a pregnant Gresham 

Brooks, 32, and her three children were living in a 

homeless shelter. 

  

“Things had gotten really bad,” Brooks said. She couldn't 

find work and had no support system.  

 

With the help of the shelter, she found a place to rent. 

Eventually she got a full-time job working as an in-home 

Certified Nursing Assistant. But her new home was in a 

neighborhood made up of government assisted housing. 

She was distressed about moving there.  

 

“Once the sun goes down, it's like a jungle out there,” she 

said. In mid-June, there was a shooting across the street 

from her home. But, “I didn't have a choice,” she said. 

Ever since moving, Brooks has wanted to leave the neighborhood. 

 

She got her wish in June when she was told that The Fuller Center for Housing, through local 

Covenant Partner, the Chattahoochee Fuller Center Project, was going to build her a house 

during the Millard Fuller Legacy Build Aug. 30-Sept. 4.  

 

“Every organ in my body stopped,” she said, describing the moment she found out. 

 

Brooks applied for the program because it was an opportunity for her family to live somewhere 

positive. She now raises five children: Ashley, 15, Antuann (AJ), 12, Zach, 5, A Kaydence, 2, 

and Azion, 1. Another challenge came to Brooks when, in February, her 43-year-old brother, 

Keith, suffered a debilitating stroke out of the blue. On June 3, he moved in with her and her 

family. He requires significant assistance. 

 

Michael Markle works as the Family Selection Chairman for CFCP. She believes Brooks was a 

good choice who will be successful.  

 

“As much as she wanted a home of her own, she's not doing it for herself. She's doing it for her 

family--to provide an opportunity they would not have otherwise had,” Markle said. 

 

To be qualified for the program, Brooks, like all applicants, had to prove that she had the need, 

the ability to pay, and the willingness to volunteer and work toward financial repair.   

Gresham Brooks with her children Zach, Azion 

and A Kaydence (L to R). 



 

 

 

She and five other families from Lanett, Ala. have been selected to receive the houses as part of 

the Legacy Build. The build will bring in over 300 volunteers to raise six houses in one week's 

time. The soon-to-be homeowners and their friends and families will work alongside volunteers 

during the Legacy Build and will repay construction costs on terms they can handle.  

 

Brooks is ready for the build.  

 

“I'm planning for whatever,” she said. “Whatever needs to be done I'm 100 percent going to be 

there and I've got family support.” 

 

And it's family that matters so much to Brooks. From the shelter to her new home, she's working 

hard to give them a good life. 

 

“We get the chance to just really concentrate on God, and ourselves, and family,” she said. 

“We'll have our own little lovely family. And I'm just so grateful.” 

 

 


